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FIRBECK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 26'" November 2025

Present: Clir C Jopling (Chair), CliIr J Pittard, Clir B McManus, Clir R Potts.
In attendance: 5 members of the public, RMBC ClIr Clarke with ClIr J Hart

Apologies — To Receive and Approve Reasons for Absence.

Declarations of Interest. Nil

Public Discussion Period.

a.

FLAG. A member of the public repeated comments regarding appropriate articles for the
FLAG magazine that were raised in the last meeting and stated the latest issue had
been well received in the village. ITEM 3769 was brought forward for discussion at this
point.

The comments made in the last meeting had been passed on to the editor of FLAG, and
this had resulted in Letwell PC now considering the support for the magazine, as it
appeared a Letwell resident had been banned from submitting future articles although
this was never asked for or intended. Considering this, the Chair sought the views of
those present on whether it was still worthwhile supporting FLAG magazine in its present
format, or whether Firbeck needed its own newsletter or virtual information source. None
of the parish councils has any ‘editorial input’ to the magazine and Letwell PC had not
yet had their meeting, so any outcome was unknown.

After much discussion, it was clear there was general support for the FLAG magazine in
its current format, but it was felt that some sort of ‘editorial board’, with representatives
from all parishes, could be created to assist the editor in sourcing and compiling suitable
articles, as well as sharing the workload. It was decided to contact the Clerk at Letwell
PC with this idea to establish whether this would be supported.

To Approve the Parish Council Minutes:

a.

24" September 2025. The minutes were approved as an accurate record.

Ward Update.

a.

C.

The Common farm solar farm project would see significantly increased
development in the new year, which would mean significantly higher volumes of
construction traffic from the A57 at Todwick to Common Farm, via Todwick Road
and Pocket Handkerchief Lane.

A drop-in event to discuss the Dinnington Regeneration Project would be held on
15/16" December in the old Limelands Florist building on Laughton Road,

Dinnington.

RMBC’s Health Select group is developing a borough-wide ‘loneliness strategy’ to
address ever increasing concerns across the area, and they also wish to hear if
anyone experiences issues visiting Rotherham hospital (contact Clir Clarke with
any comments please).
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Finance:

a. To Approve the Bank Reconciliation — 31t October 2025. Resolved: that the
bank reconciliation be approved.

b. To Approve the Budget Monitoring Report — 315 October 2025. Resolved: that
the budget monitoring report be approved.

C. To Approve Accounts for Payment. Resolved: that the monthly accounts covering
the period since the last meeting be approved for payment.

Updates on Current/Ongoing Issues

a. Verges/Grass Maintenance and General Street Scene.

i. Kidd Lane Junction Update. The work to the junction was to commence
imminently, and the footways on New Road are being upgraded over the
next 4 weeks.

b. ‘| Love Firbeck’ Project — update. An application for next year’s Britain-in-Bloom
contest would be submitted shortly. In addition, it was agreed to purchase a
suitable board for this year’s gold award plaque to be mounted on display with the
village sign.

C. Village Road Safety, Including Parking, Speed Limits and HGV Traffic. Nothing
significant to report.

d. Second Defibrillator — update. Nothing significant to report.

e. To Discuss Plans for the Racehorse Sculpture Garden. A decision on the planning
application for the sculpture garden had yet to be received and RMBC had asked
for confirmation that Firbeck Parish Council would maintain the area around the
garden. Confirmation of maintenance had been given to RMBC.

f. To Discuss the Creation of a Village Garden Committee. Nothing significant to
report.
g. To Discuss the Preservation and Protection of the Ha Ha. An application for

clearance work had been submitted to RMBC for inclusion in their ‘winter works’
scheme but had been rejected. RMBC had, however, promised that the Verge
Maintenance team would look at the area in the next few weeks.

Planning

a. To Consider the Following Planning Applications:

i. RB2025/1038 - Erection of a Corten steel sculpture of two horses with
jockeys land adjacent 8 Kidd Lane Firbeck

b. To Note the Following Planning Determinations. Nil

Report from Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. Nothing significant to report.

To Discuss/Agree Arrangements for the Christmas Tree Festival. All trees had been
delivered and were in place, and all arrangements for the event on 30" November had
been finalized including an updated risk assessment to take account of the road works
taking place in the area.

To Review the Council’'s Business Continuity Plan. Members reviewed an updated
version of the plan and resolved to adopt the Plan as presented.
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To Discuss Plans for Further New Homes in Dinnington. There were significant concerns
around the likely increase in traffic though the village should the plan for an additional
c.800 homes proceed. Members felt an appropriate use of CIL funds from the
development would be to install traffic calming measures on New Road to mitigate likely
issues.

To Agree Meeting Dates for 2026. Members agreed the meeting dates for 2026 as per
the attached schedule.

To Discuss Letwell PC’s Support for the FLAG Magazine and Firbeck’s Views on the
Future of the Village Magazine. See Item 3758 earlier.

To Discuss Possible Options to Commemorate the 250" Anniversary of the St Leger
Race. It was felt that, if the planning application for the sculpture garden was granted, it
was likely to generate significant publicity given next year marks the 250" anniversary of
the St Leger race. The Chair suggested coordinating an event to mark this occasion in
conjunction with the wider village. To be discussed further in future meetings.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8:00pm.

The next meeting would be held at 7pm on Wednesday 28" January 2026.
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Firbeck Parish Council Meetings and Annual Parish Meeting 2026

28™ January

25™ March

29" April - Annual Parish Meeting (not a Parish Council meeting)
20" May

22" July

234 September

25™ November
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